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A Study of the Causes for Annulment of Marriage in Islamic
Jurisprudence and Law

Seyed Ali Pourmanochehri*, Mahnaz Mirzaaghaei?®

Abstract
Received: Background and Aim: Annulment of marriage is a unilateral legal act
13 July 2024 through which one party can terminate the marriage contract independently,
Edited: without requiring the other party's consent. In Islamic jurisprudence,
v\ July 2024 annulment is derived from sacred texts on a devotional basis and, on a
Accepted: rational basis, is justified by logical principles in addition to textual
21 Aug 2024 evidence. Articles 1121-1123 of the Iranian Civil Code address the defects
Published: that justify annulment, including defects specific to men (impotence,
15 Sep 2024 castration, and severance of the penis), defects specific to women (vaginal

obstruction, leprosy, vitiligo, fusion of vaginal and urinary tracts, paralysis,
and blindness), and shared defects (insanity). The grounds for annulment of
marriage include the right to annul due to defects, deceit, or breach of
stipulated conditions. This study aims to explain the legal basis for the
grounds of annulment based on three considerations: 1. The application of
the Islamic legal principles of "no harm" and "no hardship”; 2. The
adaptability of Shi‘a jurisprudence; 3. Advances in modern medicine. .
Materials and Methods: This research has been done with the descriptive-
analytical method and with the benefit of jurisprudence and legal sources,
in a library manner.

Ethical Considerations: In this research, the authenticity of the texts,
honesty and trustworthiness have been respected.

Findings: Based on the principles of “no harm™ and "no hardship,” the

Keywords: grounds for annulment of marriage in jurisprudence and the Iranian Civil
Annglment of Code can be considered illustrative rather than exhaustive. Furthermore,
marriage, advancements in medical science, such as the treatment of certain defects
Contemporary like vaginal obstruction, and the emergence of new contagious diseases,
ISSueés, - such as HIV/AIDS, necessitate a reevaluation of the scope of defects that
Defects justifying justify annulment

annulment, '

Grounds for Conclusion: The study reveals that the scope of grounds for annulment of
annulment. marriage requires expansion and revision to align with scientific and
medical advancements and address the evolving needs of society.
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